MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE TOWN BOARD

TOWN OF SANDY CREEK
1992 HARWOOD DRIVE, PO BOX 52

SANDY CREEK, NEW YORK  13145-0052

Date: August 14, 2013

Kind of Meeting:  Regular Meeting



Place:  Town Hall
Board Members Present:
Nancy Ridgeway
Others Present:





Kevin Halsey

Tammy Miller






Nola J. Gove

Michael Kastler @ 7:28 pm




Cheryl Yerdon

Margaret Kastler




Ruth E. Scheppard
Dustin Clark 







Patricia McCullough








Shirley Rice








John Howland @7:20 pm








Wayne Miller








Norma Newman(left @ 8:16 pm)







Diane Brosch (left at 7:55pm)







Valerie Cascanet (left at 7:55 pm)







Timothy & Teresa Crast








Deedee Thousand








Marjorie McCann(until 7:19)








Jim Jerome







Lyndie Manchester








John Wood Jr.








A. Karyl Culligan








Karen Galloway(left @8:16 pm)







Rich Henry








Terry E. Crast








Amy Kappesser

CALL TO ORDER:

Supervisor Nancy Ridgeway called the regular monthly meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Sandy Creek to order at 7:01 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance.
REPORTS:

Dog Control Officer – Marjorie O’Grady-McCann reported first as she had an impounded dog with her in her vehicle.  She has taken pictures of a residence at Sandy Pond where she has received multiple complaints about their dog running at large.  She is working on ticketing dog owners with overdue dog license renewals.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

RESOLUTION 74-13
On motion by Cheryl Yerdon, seconded by Ruth Scheppard, the following resolution was

ADOPTED - 
5 Ayes

Ridgeway, Scheppard, Gove, Yerdon, Halsey


0 No




Resolved that the minutes of the July 10th meeting are approved as written.   

FINANCIAL REPORT

The Town Board received a copy of the monthly financial report of the Supervisor prior to this meeting.  It is filed in the Town Clerk’s office.
Jim Jerome of North Rainbow Shores Road was present tonight to explain the effects of the International Joint Commission’s Plan 2014 on property owners of Lake Ontario’s southern shore.  The IJC has had a plan in effect since 2000.  Approximately 790 local property owners on Sandy Pond and Lake Ontario are affected.  For 50 years the water level of Lake Ontario and the St. Lawrence River has been held within a four foot range.  Environmental activists, such as Citizens Campaign for the Environment, are supporting Plan 2014 which will allow a six foot range and a lake level of 248 feet.  This level will likely cause flooding.  Mr. Jerome stressed that this will devastate our waterfront properties.  The water levels can be changed by 1 inch per week.  Plan 2014 will help hydropower producers and commercial shippers profit at the expense of southern Lake Ontario property owners.  There have been meetings with US Congressmen Hanna and Maffei on this issue.  Rich Henry of Ramona Beach Road North added that IJC members are federally appointed and work with the entire US-Canada boarder from the Pacific Ocean to the Atlantic.  In the fall the lake level will fall too low under Plan 2014.  Lake Ontario is being used as a reservoir.  It is at high level now to protect the city of Montreal from flooding.  The lake is also used as fuel for the NY Power Authority.  With Plan 2014 more dredging will be necessary in the future as the outlets will become blocked.  A “Keys for Cuomo” campaign was started with lakeshore owners sending the Governor the keys to their waterfront property.  Information on Plan 2014 can be found at www.ijc.org . The Lake Ontario Riparian Alliance or LORA produces a monthly newsletter.  It was also noted that the IJC has allowed invasive species to enter the St. Lawrence Seaway and Great Lakes system.             

REPORTS:

Assessor- Rhonda Weigand’s report has been filed in the Town Clerk’s office.  One small claims assessment review has been filed.
Historian – Charlene Cole’s monthly report is on file in the Town Clerk’s office and available for public inspection.

Town Justice- The monthly reports of the Town Justices have been received by the Town Supervisor and filed in the Town Clerk’s office.    

Legislator – Margaret Kastler reported that EEE and West Nile viruses have been found in Oswego County.  Residents should remove standing water from their properties and repair ripped window screens.  Senator Richie secured funding that will be divided between the three counties that she represents to help fight disease-carrying mosquitoes.  Some aerial spraying will be done in Oswego County, but the right conditions must exist for the spraying to occur.  On August 25th the county legislature will meet at 2 pm at the Pulaski Courthouse.  The legislators will be voting on a 1% sales tax.  This is not an increase.  It will hold the tax at the same rate as it has been for approximately the past 15 years.  They must renew it every two years.  The sales tax revenue helps to keep property taxes down.          
Library – President Diane Brosch thanked everyone for supporting the recent chicken barbeque.  The grant planning is going well and it is due August 23rd.  On August 15th the library is hosting a stuffed animal sleep-over.  Children may visit in their pajamas and listen to bedtime stories.  They can pick their animals up Friday morning, enjoy juice and muffins and receive a photograph.  On August 24th Rick West will have his Birds of Prey show on the library lawn.  On August 29th the library will host a tea party with the Mud House Barista providing the refreshments.    
NOCA – A report from Northern Oswego County Ambulance was received and filed.
Planning Board – Chairman Shirley Rice read the report from the August 6th meeting of the Sandy Creek Regional Planning Board. They have prepared their budget for 2014 and are not asking for an increase.              
Highway Superintendent – Superintendent Mike Kastler read the monthly report and it is on file in the Town Clerk’s office.  The CHIPS money has increased and should remain in place for the next three years.  No hogweed has been found in the township this year.  The channel has been marked.  Councilman Yerdon thanked Superintendent Kastler and the Highway Department for their help with the dredging project.  Wild parsnip is being found in along the roadsides.  It looks like yellow Queen Anne’s lace or dill weed.  The sap is caustic and burns the skin.  Sunlight increases its effect and can cause scarring.  Oswego County has a task force that is spraying this plant, but spraying does not kill the seed.              
Code Enforcement Officer – John Howland’s report for July has been filed in the Town Clerk’s office.  He added that Plan 2014 could increase property owners’ flood insurance premiums by as much as five times or $2,000.        
Water Advisory Committee – Norma Newman reported that the committee has submitted the final EDU list to the Sole Assessor.  Mrs. Newman will be unavailable due to vacation until August 22nd.  On September 9th the meeting of the WAC will be held on the lower level of the Town Hall.      

Barton & Loguidice, P.C. – Dustin Clark, P.E. was present to update the board on the water projects.  Water District #1 bids were opened on July 31st and were awarded on August 7th at a joint meeting of the two towns.  PVC pipe was discussed and unanimously approved for the project.  It will save approximately $600,000, likely allowing for some of the optional areas to be served.  EFC must approve construction of any additional sections.  Notices of award were mailed to the contractors today.  After some additional paperwork is completed, the contracts will be signed.  The specification books become the binding contracts.  We are waiting for the laboratory results of the well testing.  Construction should begin in early September.  A groundbreaking ceremony will be held and the 0% financing will be announced.  Over half of the easements have been signed and returned.  An informational meeting on easements will be held on August 25th at 10 am at the Sandy Pond Sportsmen’s Club.  Neil Zimmer is going door-to-door handing out blue stakes and flyers to district residents.  The final draft of the Town Laws and Standards will be completed by September’s regular meeting.  

The CDBG application for water district #2 was submitted.  It has a good chance for approval.  The Comptroller is requiring the CDBG approval first before he will approve the district.  He also sent three pages of comments requesting additional information.  Construction of water district #2 should begin next year.  

A schedule of water related fees should be developed in the near future.                    

Town Clerk – Tammy Miller reported that receipts and total disbursements for the month of July totaled $2,130.50.  This report is on file in her office and available for public inspection.  Sandy Pond Sportsmen’s Association sent notice of their renewal applications for the 1st and 2nd floors of their clubhouse for an on-premises alcoholic beverage license. 
OLD BUSINESS:
The Town Board selected B&L as the engineers for WD #2.  The elevators at the Town Hall and the library were both inspected.  Holbrook Heating came and replaced the compressor in the archives room and will be back on August 15th to service the air conditioners.  Highway Superintendent Kastler and Supervisor Ridgeway accompanied Senator Patty Ritchie and Cathy Goodnough to boater’s beach to see what the sand restoration looked like. The Town Board discussed lowering the salary by 5% if a new Town Highway Superintendent is elected.  Highway Superintendent candidate, Timothy Crast reported that he has contacted an attorney regarding the reduction of the Superintendent’s pay.  A discussion followed.  

NEW BUSINESS

On August 23rd the Office of the Aging will be presenting Medicare 101 for Medicare eligible people from 1-3 pm at the Town Hall.

RESOLUTION 75-13

On motion by Ruth Scheppard, seconded by Kevin Halsey, the following resolution was

ADOPTED - 
5 Ayes

Ridgeway, Scheppard, Gove, Yerdon, Halsey



0 No





Resolved that the Town Board of the Town of Sandy Creek approves the estimate of $662.00 for work in Barnard Cemetery by Artisan Engraving, LLC. 

Water District #1 was notified by EFC that our proposed drinking water project is eligible for $13,988,000.00 in interest-free financing for a term of 30 years.  We have created a list of local excavators and plumbers to pass on to the people of WD #1. On Saturday August 10th Supervisor Ridgway attended the NOCA Open House.  There are some EDU changes and the Town Board needs to approve the final list.  On September 12th from 5:30-7:30 pm, JCC will be conducting an intermediate workshop titled “eBay, List Your Item!”  The cost will be $30.00 to attend.  There will be a workshop on preparing town budgets on September 3rd in Minetto.

TRANSFER OF FUNDS
RESOLUTION 76-13


On motion by Cheryl Yerdon, seconded by Ruth Scheppard, the following resolution was

ADOPTED - 
5 Ayes

Ridgeway, Scheppard, Yerdon, Gove, Halsey




0 No

Resolved that the Town Board of the Town of Sandy Creek authorizes the following transfer of funds:

From DB5140.1 Misc. Personal Service  To DB5140.4 Misc. Contractual    $1,429.60 

             A7510.2 Historian equipment
A8810.4 cemetery contractual   $1,970.02

And $79,223.54 from the A Fund to the B Fund to cover costs to date for Water District #2.





PUBLIC COMMENTS
There were none at this time.   
APPROVAL OF BILLS

RESOLUTION 77-13
On motion by Ruth Scheppard, seconded by Cheryl Yerdon, the following resolution was

ADOPTED - 
5 Ayes

Ridgeway, Halsey, Scheppard, Gove, Yerdon


0 No

Resolved that the bills be paid on Abstract #14 in the following amounts:

General Fund

$      462.02
Trust & Agency
$   7,492.99
And on Abstract #15 in the following amounts:

General Fund

$  35,332.47
Trust & Agency
$    6,160.15
Highway Fund

$136,113.08
Water District #1
$  97,727.82
Water District #2 
$    1,180.00

On motion by Ruth Scheppard, seconded by Nola J. Gove and carried unanimously, the meeting was adjourned at 8:38 pm.

The next regular monthly meeting is September 11th at 7 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Tammy L. Miller, RMC
Town Clerk
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