MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE TOWN BOARD

TOWN OF SANDY CREEK
1992 HARWOOD DRIVE, PO BOX 52

SANDY CREEK, NEW YORK  13145-0052

Date: February 13, 2013

Kind of Meeting:  Regular Meeting



Place:  Town Hall
Board Members Present:
Nancy Ridgeway
Others Present:





Ruth E. Scheppard
Tammy Miller






Cheryl L. Yerdon
Shirley A. Rice





Kevin Halsey

Pat McCullough








Dustin Clark








Michael Kastler (@7:15 pm)








Valerie Cascanet








Diane Brosch








John Howland (7:15- 8:18pm)








Lyndie Manchester








John Wood, Jr.

Absent:  Nola J. Gove

CALL TO ORDER:

Supervisor Nancy Ridgeway called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

RESOLUTION 08-13
On motion by Ruth Scheppard, seconded by Cheryl Yerdon, the following resolution was

ADOPTED - 
4 Ayes

Ridgeway, Scheppard, Yerdon, Halsey



0 No



1 Absent          Gove



Resolved that the minutes of the January 9th and 16th meetings are approved with one correction. The alternate’s term on the Water Advisory Committee shall expire on 12/31/2017.   

FINANCIAL REPORT

The Town Board received a copy of the monthly financial report of the Supervisor prior to this meeting.  It is filed in the Town Clerk’s office. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  There were none at this time. 
REPORTS:

Assessor- Rhonda Weigand’s report has been filed in the Town Clerk’s office.
Dog Control Officer – Marjorie O’Grady-McCann was absent this evening.  She has issued several tickets for unlicensed dogs.        
Historian – Charlene Cole’s monthly report is on file in the Town Clerk’s office and available for public inspection.  Supervisor Ridgeway reported that the Town has lost a valuable History Center volunteer with the passing of Rita Rombach.
Town Justice- The monthly reports of the Town Justices have been received by the Town Supervisor and filed in the Town Clerk’s office.    

Legislator – Margaret Kastler was excused for another meeting this evening.
Library – President Diane Brosch reported that the new shelving has been installed at the library.  Books are being removed that have not been signed out in years.  These books will be available to the public for a donation before being shredded.  Story hour will begin next week on Tuesday morning from 11am to noon for infants through 2 years old.  Thursday morning will be for 2 through 6 year olds with crafts and activities.  There will be a summer reading program this year.  The wireless computer network can now host up to 50 users at a time.  Printing is now available for a charge of $0.25 per page.  A raffle will be held in March.  The library is now more spacious and brighter.  A coffee center has also been added.           
NOCA – The monthly report from Northern Oswego County Ambulance was received and filed.
Planning Board – Chairman Shirley Rice read the report from the February 5th meeting of the Sandy Creek Regional Planning Board.  There was discussion on the property that was recently sold near the Orton and Cummings Roads in both the Town of Sandy Creek and the Town of Richland.  Ronald Golzak’s variance application was discussed.  The Board of Appeals will need to meet regarding the variance.      
Highway Superintendent – Michael C. Kastler read his monthly report and it is on file in the Town Clerk’s office.  
Code Enforcement Officer – John Howland has had a problem with his computer and will print his January report as soon as he is able.  He has issued 2 permits and has received one variance application.  The Town will need to update its local law regarding flood damage prevention.  CEO Howland will be attending code school in Syracuse on April 2-5th.      

Water Advisory Committee-  Councilman Cheryl Yerdon reported that the WAC met on February 4th.  One unhappy homeowner in water district #1 was present to speak against the project.  Mrs. Yerdon gave the Town Board information regarding the local law that the Town will need for water district management.  She plans to make a photo display of the Richland well site.  The need for a water clerk was discussed.  The Town Board and Water Advisory Committee would also like to visit the Villages’ Joint Waterworks facility in the spring.

Water District #2- Councilman Scheppard reported that the Town and Village are working on the Intermunicipal Agreement (IMA) for water district #2.  The USDA-RD is now requiring six additional reports for this water project.
RESOLUTION 09-13

On motion by Ruth Scheppard, seconded by Nancy Ridgeway, the following resolution was

ADOPTED - 
4 Ayes

Ridgeway, Scheppard, Yerdon, Halsey




0 No




1 Absent          Gove




Resolved that the Town Board of the Town of Sandy Creek authorizes amendment #3 to engineering services for water district #2.
Barton & Longuidice, P.C. – Dustin Clark, P.E. was present to update the board on the water projects.  The revised hardship application for water district #1 has been sent to EFC.  It is hoped that the percentage rate for the loan will be reduced.  The contract drawings are approximately 80% complete.  Work is beginning on contract specifications.  Approval has been received from CSX. Some easements have been sent out.  All contract documents and permit applications should be submitted in March to the review agencies.  In May the project should be released to bid.  Work will likely be done simultaneously on three contracts.  In July construction could begin.  
The IMA for water district #2 is being revised.  The February 20th meeting regarding the IMA will likely need to be rescheduled for a later date.  Unfortunately the additional items required by Rural Development in order to score the water district #2 project and get a preliminary funding estimate are adding to the cost.     
Town Clerk – Tammy Miller reported that receipts and total disbursements for the month of January totaled $1,657.73.  This report is on file in her office and available for public inspection.  The Town tax levy has been paid in full to Supervisor Ridgeway. Notices of renewal application for an on-premises alcoholic beverage license was received from Brewsters and The Elms.

OLD BUSINESS:
RESOLUTION 10-13

On motion by Nancy Ridgeway, seconded by Kevin Halsey, the following resolution was

ADOPTED -
4Ayes

Ridgeway, Yerdon, Scheppard, Halsey



0 No



1 Absent
Gove

Resolved that the Town Board of the Town of Sandy Creek accepts the annual audit of the Town of Sandy Creek Justice Court records and dockets of the Honorable Terry E. Crast and the Honorable Victoria Longo as completed by Councilman Ruth E. Scheppard on January 17, 2013; and the Town Clerk’s and Tax Collector’s records as completed by Ruth E. Scheppard on January 15, 2013; and the Chief Fiscal Officer’s records as completed by Nola J. Gove on January 24, 2013.
Supervisor Ridgeway and Councilman Yerdon attended a meeting at JCC given by Rural Development.  The carpeting is done at the library.  A gentleman from National Grid came and did a light audit at the library.  He thought we were about 50% energy efficient there.  The Town Board has received a proposal from him for work totaling $2,961.54 National Grid would contribute $1,320.50 and the Town would pay the remainder.  If the Town chose to pay it as a lump sum, a 15% discount would bring it down to $1,479.37.  A yearly savings of $564.77 is estimated.  
RESOLUTION 11-13

On motion by Ruth Scheppard, seconded by Cheryl Yerdon, the following resolution was

ADOPTED -
4Ayes

Ridgeway, Yerdon, Scheppard, Halsey



0 No



1 Absent
Gove

Resolved that the Town Board of the Town of Sandy Creek accepts the proposal from National Grid and will pay the lump sum amount due.

The elevators/lifts at the Town Hall and the library both passed inspection.  Supervisor Ridgeway asked Councilman Halsey to look again into garbage pick- up for the Town.  Threats to close the Pulaski transfer station are still rampant.  
RESOLUTION 12-13

On motion by Ruth Scheppard, seconded by Nancy Ridgeway, the following resolution was

ADOPTED -
4Ayes

Ridgeway, Yerdon, Scheppard, Halsey



0 No



1 Absent
Gove

Resolved that the Town Board of the Town of Sandy Creek accepts the renewal contract with Advanced Business Systems for Computer Information Technology support for the same fee as last year, $1,975.00 for 25 hours.
The fire departments’ chief’s reports were discussed.
NEW BUSINESS:  
Boiler problems at the Town Hall were addressed by Holbrook Heating. The Local Government Conference sponsored by the Tug Hill Commission will be held at JCC on March 28th.  Reservations need to be made before March 6th to get the best price.  Supervisor Ridgeway will ask Councilwoman Gove to work on fixed assets records for the Town.  On February 19th, Tom Tallarico of Syracuse will be at the library to do a heating audit.  
RESOLUTION 13 -13 

SUPPORT FOR NYS-CONTACT INFORMATION FOR VACANT STRUCTURES

On a motion made by Councilman Ruth E. Scheppard, seconded by Councilman Cheryl L. Yerdon, the following was

ADOPTED       4 AYES       
Councilmen Ridgeway, Scheppard, Yerdon, Halsey  

0 NAYES

1 Absent
Councilman Gove


Resolved to support New York State regarding the proposed laws concerning contact information for vacant structures.

WHEREAS, vacant, abandoned and foreclosed homes and structures have proliferated throughout New York State over the last five years; and

WHEREAS, vacant structures that are not maintained for months at a time degrade and depreciate the value of the vacant structure as well as the value of surrounding properties; and

WHEREAS, lending institutions that hold mortgages on said vacant structures do not always provide the contact information of a responsible party; and

WHEREAS, Assembly Bill A.88 and Assembly Bill A.824, currently pending, would make it mandatory for lending institutions to provide contact information of responsible parties regarding vacant structures; and require good faith in obtaining a foreclosure; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Sandy Creek supports the passage of said Bills.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town of Sandy Creek hereby supports the passage of said Bills and respectfully requests that the State Representatives who represents constituents in the Town of Sandy Creek support the passage of said Bills.

Copies of this resolution to be forwarded to Senator Patty Ritchie, Assemblyman Will Barclay, and Assemblyman Michael Kearns.

RESOLUTION 14-13

On motion by Ruth Scheppard, seconded by Cheryl Yerdon, the following resolution was

ADOPTED -
4Ayes

Ridgeway, Yerdon, Scheppard, Halsey



0 No



1 Absent
Gove

Resolved that the Town Board of the Town of Sandy Creek accepts the annual software support contract from Williamson Law Book Co. for the Highway Superintendent from February 1, 2013 to January 31, 2014.
APPROVAL OF BILLS

RESOLUTION 15-13
On motion by Kevin Halsey, seconded by Ruth Scheppard, the following resolution was

ADOPTED - 
4 Ayes

Ridgeway, Scheppard, Yerdon, Halsey


0 No


1 Absent
Gove

Resolved that the bills be paid on Abstract #2 in the following amounts:

General Fund

$   1,070.73
Trust & Agency
$ 10,401.53
And on Abstract #3 in the following amounts:

General Fund

$  64,269.32

Trust & Agency
$  11,319.85

Highway Fund

$  24,049.39
Water District #1
$139,830.18

Water District #2 
$    3,260.00

On motion by Kevin Halsey, seconded by Ruth Scheppard and carried unanimously, the meeting was adjourned at 9:05 pm.

Future Meeting Dates

Regular monthly meeting – March 13h at 7 pm
Respectfully submitted,
Tammy L. Miller, RMC
Town Clerk
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