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CALL TO ORDER:

Supervisor Nancy Ridgeway called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance. The subject of this special meeting with the Village of Sandy Creek was the discussion of the formation of a joint fire district.
Ken LaRue, Village of Sandy Creek Trustee stated that this meeting is not about a fire department merger and wanted to clarify that it does not involve the Lacona Fire Department.  Deputy Mayor Steve Washburn explained that village taxpayers are currently paying approximately $3.03 per thousand of assessed property value for fire protection which is the majority of their tax bill and that costs for the village are continuing to rise.  Town-outside-of-village residents are paying $1.03 per thousand for fire protection.  He feels that a joint fire district will result in a savings for village tax payers.  The Town of Sandy Creek would still contract with the Village of Lacona as it currently does each year. 

If a district is formed a board of 5 fire commissioners (3 to 7 are allowed) would be established and the Sandy Creek Fire Department would answer to this board.  This could be an advantage to receive grant money.  The proposed fire district would have the same boundaries as the current SCFD coverage area.  It was again stressed that this current discussion was initiated by the Village of Sandy Creek and not the Sandy Creek Fire Department.  This fire district would inherit all of the village’s fire equipment and all of its debt due to fire protection.  The Board of Fire Commissioners would likely include 3 appointed by the town and 2 appointed by the village at formation.  The terms of office would be staggered so that one commissioner would be elected each fall.  The district would be considered a separate municipal entity and not under town or village control after formation.

Eugene Langone, Attorney for the Village of Sandy Creek stated that the last time this idea was discussed in Sandy Creek was in 2006.  He suggested that a committee be formed to thoroughly study the numbers and costs and form a proposal.  Another joint meeting would be necessary before a public hearing.  Joint fire district formation is subject to permissive referendum under Town Law Section 189-a.  This idea is still at the proposal stage and not ready for a public hearing.  Fire districts are now audited by the NYS Comptroller’s Office and usually operate under more rules than towns and villages do.
On motion by Nancy Ridgeway, seconded by Ruth Scheppard and carried unanimously, the meeting was adjourned at 8:15 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Tammy L. Miller, RMC 
Town Clerk
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