MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE TOWN BOARD

TOWN OF SANDY CREEK
1992 HARWOOD DRIVE, PO BOX 52

SANDY CREEK, NEW YORK  13145-0052

Date: June 13, 2012
Kind of Meeting:  Regular Meeting



Place:  Town Hall
Board Members Present:
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John Howland (in @ 7:30 pm)

CALL TO ORDER:

Supervisor Nancy Ridgeway called the meeting to order at 7:03 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

RESOLUTION 56-12
On motion by Cheryl Yerdon, seconded by Nancy Ridgeway, the following resolution was

ADOPTED - 
4 Ayes

Ridgeway, Yerdon, Gove, Halsey



0 No


1 Abstain         Scheppard


Resolved that the minutes of the April 30th & May 9th meetings are approved as written. 

FINANCIAL REPORT

The Town Board received a copy of the monthly financial report of the Supervisor and it was filed with the Town Clerk prior to this meeting. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  Stan Groman asked about absentee ballots for voting in school district elections.  Supervisor Ridgeway stated that they are available, but he would need to contact the school to apply for one for future school district votes.
REPORTS:

Assessor- Rhonda Weigand’s report has been filed in the Town Clerk’s office.  Grievance Day was held on June 5th and the town is maintaining its 100% equalization rate for 2012.
Dog Control Officer – Marjorie O’Grady-McCann was absent this evening.
Historian – Charlene Cole’s monthly report is on file in the Town Clerk’s office and available for public inspection.  She did a 20 minute presentation for the fourth grade at Sandy Creek Central School this week.  Sample packets were given to the Town Board members.  The Farm Book will go on sale June 30th at the Oswego County Fair.            
Town Justice- The judges’ reports for May have been filed with the Town Supervisor.    

Legislator – Margaret Kastler reported that the Oswego County Legislature meets June 14th on the 4th floor of the county building in Oswego.  The legislature wants to see the Lake Ontario water level issue readdressed.  They will also be voting on Article X of the Power NY Act of 2011 which overrides NYS Home Rule.  Local governments will lose their authority in the siting of major power projects.  The legislature also plans to request that counties be allowed to raise sales tax if necessary to offset the 2% tax cap.  The county is participating in a state–run jail pilot program to put parole violators back in state prison.  NYS has been closing prisons and putting prisoners on parole.  Many end up back in county jail and ours is full.  It costs the county $90 per day to send prisoners to another jail.  NYS has saved money at a cost to the counties.          
Library – President Michelle Farrand thanked the highway department for cleaning up the shed again.  The basement is also clean.  The Book, Bake, & Botanical Sale on May 19th was a success.  Students from school helped and over $150.00 was raised.  The library received a LIBRE grant and was able to purchase $1,200.00 worth of children’s books.  The library has an AmeriCorp worker to help with summer programming and another candidate for this job is now volunteering at the library.  An Experience Works employee will begin training at the library on June 19th.  On Thursday, July 19th the library will sponsor “Chick It Out” with a chicken barbeque from 4 to 7 pm.  They will also showcase an author and have a book sale.  The library board minutes were emailed to the town this afternoon.  Librarian Valerie Cascanet reported that the library building had been inspected by Councilman Gove and her husband.  She has a grant application that she would like assistance from the town in filling out.  Dawn Vincent of the North Country Library System will help write the grant.  It is due the second week in August.  This grant will fund 75% of building updates, but does not cover repairs.  The Town and library will have two years to spend the grant money if it is awarded for this project.  
NOCA – The report from Northern Oswego County Ambulance has been received and filed in the Town Clerk’s office.  President Jonathan Barron gave a report and answered questions.  He explained that when he got on the NOCA board, there were seven members representing the seven townships served.  Since then at-large board members have been added.  Their goals were to pay off the outstanding debt, reorganize management, and update equipment and the 1974 building.  The building does not meet codes and is now too small.  On May 7, 2012 NOCA broke ground for the first phase of a $750,000 building project.  The first phase is a 6 bay garage.  They have a 3 bay garage now.  Some rigs must be left out in the weather.  Phase 2 is remodeling the current garage into a two story building to include bedrooms, bathrooms, a laundry room a storage area.  Phase 3 will be to renovate the main building.  Steel is going up now for phase 1.  The seven towns pay 41% of NOCA’s operating costs as stated in the budget and monthly reports.  $250,000 of this money was saved to begin this project.

     A professional fundraiser has been hired to help raise the money to complete the project.  Her advice is to contact the larger donors first before asking the general public for donations.  She is paid with 4% of the funds raised.  A low interest loan may also be needed.

     The NOCA board is aware of the current economy and increasing expenses for everyone.  Because NOCA’s service area is a long distance to any hospital, average call times are 2 to 2.5 hours.  The NYS average is 17.5 minutes.  EMT’s and paramedics are necessary.  However, paramedics are hard to get and keep in this area.  Old equipment makes it even harder.  The ambulances have not been maintained well.  One rig has over 190,000 miles on it.  Hospitals can no longer swap expiring medicines.  Oswego County no longer pays for NOCA’s worker compensation insurance.  The towns previously contributed 48% of the budget, but now contribute 41% even though costs have increased.  
     The towns decide how much each town contributes.  Last year it was decided that a new method based on the latest population figures will be phased in and for some the cost will double.  The Town of Sandy Creek is currently paying more than its share based on population.  The current NOCA Board was able to pay off all outstanding debt in less than 3 years and diverted a foreclosure.     
Planning Board –Chairman Shirley Rice read the June 5th meeting report.  The report is on file and available for public inspection in the office of the Town Clerk.  Supervisor Ridgeway asked if the Planning Board would consider holding their meetings downstairs.      
Highway Superintendent- Mike Kastler read his report for May.  It is on file in the Town Clerk’s office.  
Code Enforcement Officer – John Howland’s report for May is on file in the Town Clerk’s office.  He reported that more violation notices will be mailed.  The Miller barn has been taken down.  The trailer on Co. Rt. 62 has been removed.  A letter was received from the engineer regarding the Casey property.  CEO Howland will check on a barn on the North Ridge Road.
Library Building- Councilman Gove presented a report on the inspection of the library building.  Much work needs to be done, including fire extinguisher inspection and maintenance and inspection of the lift.
Water District #1- Councilman Yerdon reported that the water board attended a meeting in Richland on June 11th and toured their well site.
Water District #2- Councilman Scheppard reported that the income survey is complete and the town is now done working with RCAP Solutions.

Trash Removal- Councilman Halsey reported that he will check on dates for hazardous waste disposal and the possibility of obtaining dumpsters.  Manpower would be necessary to accomplish this.

Barton & Longuidice, P.C. – Dustin Clark, P.E. introduced Manasseh Burt, a Clarkson graduate who interned on the prior Richland water projects and will now be working with us.  An amendment to the engineering services for water district #1 for aerial imagery is necessary.  The work was paid for in 2010.  More than 500 easements must be started this summer.  A title search must be done first.  If easements can not be obtained, the eminent domain option can be used as the property needs acquiring for the public good.  This could cost the water district approximately $20,000 per property if that route is required.  The soil borings are 90% complete.  They will be at the tank site in the next two weeks.  The shovel testing for cultural resources is being done this week.  Additional investigation will be necessary at some sites.  B&L will be doing a resident mailing to those in the district.  Environmental field work will be started near the end of June and continue for approximately one month.  The e-mail list for this water project should continue to grow and a Facebook site is a possibility.  The appraisal of the tank site is complete and a purchase offer will follow.  The survey map was presented to be filed.  If the Town’s gravel pit can be used for material for the access road, that will be a savings for the district.  The technical force account was discussed.  The site will need to be cleared at the appropriate time and pipe lining will be needed.  The water boards need to meet to discuss the EDU schedule and sample local laws so that the Town of Sandy Creek can draft their own local water law.

     Documentation is needed for the proposed water district #2.  Documentation of the current need and issues, and letters of support from the residents, village, Legislator, Assemblyman, and businesses such as Creekside Apartments will be helpful.  Green Haven Mobile Home Park was discussed.  Mr. Clark explained the SEQR process and reviewed Part 1 of the Environmental Assessment form with the Town Board.  Usually a negative declaration is determined.  The service laterals will be included in this project.  

RESOLUTION 57-12

On motion by Cheryl Yerdon, seconded by Nola Gove, the following resolution was

ADOPTED - 
5 Ayes

Ridgeway, Yerdon, Scheppard, Gove, Halsey




0 No

Resolved that the Town Board of the Town of Sandy Creek authorizes the amendment to the engineering services of Barton & Loguidice, P. C. for aerial imagery dated June 6, 2012. 

RESOLUTION 58-12

On motion by Ruth Scheppard, seconded by Kevin Halsey, the following resolution was

ADOPTED - 
5 Ayes

Ridgeway, Yerdon, Scheppard, Gove, Halsey




0 No

Resolved that the Town Board of the Town of Sandy Creek authorizes amendment no. 4 to the engineering services of Barton & Loguidice, P. C. for easement acquisition assistance dated June 13, 2012. 

RESOLUTION 59-12

On motion by Ruth Scheppard, seconded by Nancy Ridgeway, the following resolution was

ADOPTED - 
5 Ayes

Ridgeway, Yerdon, Scheppard, Gove, Halsey




0 No

Resolved that the Town Board of the Town of Sandy Creek authorizes the Engineering Service Proposal for Map, Plan & Report Revisions and Project Development Assistance by Barton & Loguidice, P. C. for proposed water district #2 dated June 6, 2012.    
Town Clerk – Tammy Miller reported that receipts and total disbursements for the month of May totaled $3,072.00.  This report is on file in her office and available for public inspection.  She will be attending Tax Collection School on June 17 -20th in Albany.      

OLD BUSINESS:

The following was received:  a letter from residents of Maxwell Shores saying that they do not want to be in the water district; notice that the Army Corp of Engineers and every organization that needed to gave the SPCMA a waiver to begin dredging earlier than the July 15th date; a letter from Congressman Bill Owens stating that the Lacona Post Office is on the list for reduction of hours.  The floor was replaced in the bathroom at the library at a cost of $430.00. The Town Supervisor’s computer had to be replaced.  On June 9th a tabletop exercise for the Town’s Emergency Plan was held with many agencies represented.  Supervisor Ridgeway met with the village mayors and county emergency management staff to review the exercise at 4 pm today.  Several trees behind the Town Hall need to be removed.  A dog enumeration needs to be done, but there are several delinquent licenses that need to be addressed first.  On June 11th JCC held a computer workshop at the Town Hall on PowerPoint.  The fee was $5.00 and seven people attended the class.  The next class will be July 9th on web page design.  
RESOLUTION 60-12

On motion by Nancy Ridgeway, seconded by Kevin Halsey, the following resolution was

ADOPTED - 
5 Ayes

Ridgeway, Yerdon, Scheppard, Gove, Halsey


 
0 No

Resolved that the Town Board of the Town of Sandy Creek authorizes the removal of dead trees from behind the Town Hall.
NEW BUSINESS:
RESOLUTION 61-12

On motion by Cheryl Yerdon, seconded by Nancy Ridgeway, the following resolution was

ADOPTED - 
5 Ayes

Ridgeway, Yerdon, Scheppard, Gove, Halsey


 
0 No

Resolved that that the Town Board of the Town of Sandy Creek will hold a Public Hearing on the 11th day of July 2012 at 7:00 pm at the Town Hall to consider the adoption of proposed Local Law #1 of 2012, a local law establishing a water advisory committee for the Town of Sandy Creek.

A pay schedule for the water advisory committee was discussed.

RESOLUTION 62-12

On motion by Ruth Scheppard, seconded by Nancy Ridgeway, the following resolution was

ADOPTED - 
4 Ayes

Ridgeway, Scheppard, Gove, Halsey


 
1 No
            Yerdon

Resolved that that the Town Board of the Town of Sandy Creek accepts the carpet quote for the downstairs meeting room from MacDuffie’s Quality Installation and Sales.
A quote from Victory Lifts on maintenance fee for the lift at the Town Hall and at the library was received.  Advanced Business Systems wants the Town Board to consider contracting for more colored copies per month on the copier agreement.  The Town Board decided against this.   

RESOLUTION 63-12

On motion made by Kevin Halsey, seconded by Cheryl Yerdon the following resolution was

ADOPTED – 
5 Ayes

Ridgeway, Yerdon, Scheppard, Gove, Halsey


           
0 No



Resolved that the Town Board of the Town of Sandy Creek authorizes the transfer of $718.00 from the A1990.4 Contingent Account to A5010.4 Highway Administration Contractual.

Supervisor Ridgeway will contact the insurance company about the library building.  On June 18th NOCA and the 7 towns will meet at the Pulaski Courthouse.

RESOLUTION 64-12

On motion made by Nola Gove, seconded by Cheryl Yerdon the following resolution was

ADOPTED – 
5 Ayes

Ridgeway, Yerdon, Scheppard, Gove, Halsey


           
0 No



Resolved that the Town Board of the Town of Sandy Creek accepts the agreement with the Towns of Orwell and Boylston and the Villages of Sandy Creek and Lacona for the Joint Recreation Program for June 1, 2012 through May 31, 2013.

APPROVAL OF BILLS

RESOLUTION 65-12
On motion by Kevin Halsey, seconded by Cheryl Yerdon, the following resolution was

ADOPTED - 
5 Ayes

Ridgeway, Yerdon, Scheppard, Gove, Halsey


0 No
Resolved that the bills be paid on Abstract #10 in the following amounts:

General Fund

$    1,059.97
Trust & Agency
$  11,190.16
And on Abstract #11 in the following amounts:
General Fund

$  62,193.34
Trust & Agency
$    5,344.34
Highway Fund

$  16,365.82
Water District #1
$  19,839.25
Sandy Creek Fire
$153,912.00
Lacona Fire

$  70,400.00

On motion by Ruth Scheppard, seconded by Cheryl Yerdon and carried unanimously, the meeting was adjourned at 10:15 pm.

Future Meeting Dates 

Regular monthly meeting – July 11th at 7 pm
Respectfully submitted,
Tammy L. Miller, RMC
Town Clerk
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