MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE TOWN BOARD

TOWN OF SANDY CREEK
1992 HARWOOD DRIVE, PO BOX 52

SANDY CREEK, NEW YORK  13145-0052

Date: March 14, 2012
Kind of Meeting:  Regular Meeting



Place:  Town Hall
Board Members Present:
Nancy Ridgeway
Others Present:





Ruth E. Scheppard
Tammy Miller






Nola J. Gove

Michael C. Kastler  





Cheryl L. Yerdon
Shirley A. Rice





Kevin Halsey

Pat McCullough








Valerie Cascanet








Michelle Farrand








Margaret A. Kastler








Norma Newman








Mike Haverlock








John Schwartz








Greg Green








Diane Brosch








Don & Denise Schneider








Ruth & Terry Armwood








John Howland

CALL TO ORDER:

Supervisor Nancy Ridgeway called the meeting to order at 7:02 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance.  
Town Clerk Tammy Miller opened and read 5 sealed bids on one new 14’ aluminum or stainless steel dump body as follows:

Delacy Ford/Kurtz Truck Equipment

$23,478.00
Optional Tarp System
$1,850

Henderson Truck Equipment-NY

$21,781.00



$1,800

Tracy Road Equipment


$19,921.00



$2,665

Viking Cives




$24,171.00



$1,449

Wayne’s Welding, Inc.


$23,927.00



$1,745      

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

RESOLUTION 17-12
On motion by Kevin Halsey, seconded by Ruth Scheppard, the following resolution was

ADOPTED - 
5 Ayes

Ridgeway, Scheppard, Yerdon, Gove, Halsey



0 No


Resolved that the minutes of the January 12th, 25th and February 7th and 8th meetings are approved as written. 

FINANCIAL REPORT

The Town Board received a copy of the monthly financial report of the Supervisor and it was filed with the Town Clerk prior to this meeting. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  There were none at this time.
REPORTS:

Assessor- Rhonda Weigand’s report has been filed in the Town Clerk’s office.
Dog Control Officer – Marjorie O’Grady-McCann was excused this evening.  There are currently no Sandy Creek dogs impounded.     
Historian – Charlene Cole’s monthly report is on file in the Town Clerk’s office and available for public inspection.   
Town Justice- The judges’ reports for February have been filed with the Town Supervisor.    

Legislator – Margaret Kastler clarified that Medicaid increases will be taken over by NYS.  She could not attend this month’s meeting of the county legislature due to illness.  The schedule of rabies clinics has not been distributed yet.  The 2012 Oswego County Government Directory should be available by the end of the week.  
Library – President Michelle Farrand reported that a frequent patron has submitted a letter of interest and resume to be considered for a new seat on the library’s Board of Trustees.  The library board recommends the appointment of Mary McGraw to the board.  The new by-laws allow for a 5 – 7 member board.  The library is co-hosting with SCCS a “Hunger Games” reception on Wednesday, March 21st from 3-6 pm.  The repair work at the library remains unfinished.  Information Technology staff from the North Country Library System discovered electrical problems at the library.  The office of treasurer still needs to be filled.  The bookcases must be removed from the fairgrounds and will be stored at the Town Hall.  The library staff is working to make space for all ages, particularly the growing teen population.

RESOLUTION 18-12

On motion by Ruth Scheppard, seconded by Cheryl Yerdon, the following resolution was

ADOPTED - 
5 Ayes

Ridgeway, Scheppard, Yerdon, Gove, Halsey




0 No



Resolved that the Town Board of the Town of Sandy Creek appoints Mary W. McGraw to the board of trustees of the Annie Porter Ainsworth Memorial Library with a term expiring 12/31/2016.     
NOCA – The report from Northern Oswego County Ambulance has been received and filed in the Town Clerk’s office.
Planning Board – Chairman Shirley Rice read the report from the March 6th meeting.  It is on file and available for public inspection in the office of the Town Clerk.  The Planning Board asked for the Town Board’s opinion on hydro-fracking.    
Highway Superintendent-  Mike Kastler read his report for February.  It is on file in the Town Clerk’s office.  He suggested that the board budget to blacktop the parking lot at the library next year.
Code Enforcement Officer – John Howland’s report for February is on file in the Town Clerk’s office. He thanked Lonnie Crast for helping him install his new computer.  He has received correspondence from the attorney’s office regarding the Catania property.  There is an unlicensed vehicle on the Ouderkirk Road property that can be picked up.  Most of the junk is gone.  The Town does have a court order clean up his properties on Ouderkirk Road and Co. Rt. 15.  Mr. Catania still needs Site Plan approval.  Stop work orders were sent regarding the deck, but were ignored and he has not complied with planning board requests.  The deck is a safety issue.

RESOLUTION 19-12

On motion by Cheryl Yerdon, seconded by Ruth Scheppard, the following resolution was

ADOPTED - 
5 Ayes

Ridgeway, Scheppard, Yerdon, Gove, Halsey




0 No



Resolved that the Town Board of the Town of Sandy Creek authorizes Attorney Nelson to send a 10-day letter to Mr. Catania.

RESOLUTION 20-12

On motion by Ruth Scheppard, seconded by Kevin Halsey, the following resolution was

ADOPTED - 
5 Ayes

Ridgeway, Scheppard, Yerdon, Gove, Halsey




0 No



Resolved that the Town Board of the Town of Sandy Creek authorizes a letter giving one last warning before State Supreme Court proceedings will begin regarding the Casey property on Weaver Road and the Bower property on US Rt. 11.  

A burned-out property on Center Road is in the hands of the insurance company.  There was a lengthy discussion of the White property on Hadley Road.  Mr. White has been cited and fines are unpaid.  The Town Board discussed the options of jail time and clean-up.  They would like Judge Crast to research all options through the court system.  CEO Howland will site the Salzman property again and will speak to Mr. Miller regarding his unsafe barn.  

As Clerk of the Works for the basement renovation, CEO Howland reported that there was only one change order.  He thanked the Highway Department for their help with the project.  It is complete except for a light switch and safety rails.       

Water District #2 – Deputy Supervisor Ruth Scheppard reported that RCAP Solutions has laid off Chris Nill.  Scott Mueller will be taking over our area.  70% of the income surveys were returned.  Fifteen more are needed to apply for a grant.
Annual Audit Committee- The report from Poulsen & Podvin, CPA, P.C. should be ready for approval soon.  

Website- Supervisor Ridgeway reported that Eric Pond of B&L complimented the Town on the up-dated website, www.sandycreekny.us. He sent updates on both water districts for posting on the site.
Water District #1- Cheryl Yerdon reported that the water board will likely consist of five members and one alternate.  Those interested in serving on this board include John Schwatz, Norma Newman, Wayne Miller, and Jim Forsyth.  On February 16th she attended a free Sensus water meter seminar.  The National Science Foundation is changing the recommended specifications for lead and brass in the water meters over the next two years.  By January 1, 2014 a federal mandate will not allow any brass or lead in the meters.  The Town of Richland installed Badger meters.  Mrs. Yerdon is meeting with Dustin Clark of B&L on March 15th at the water tower site.
Town Clerk – Tammy Miller reported that receipts and total disbursements for the month of February totaled $732.00.  This report is on file in her office and available for public inspection.  The last day to pay taxes at the Town Hall is April 2nd.  Mrs. Miller is planning to attend the Local Government Conference on March 29th at JCC.                    

OLD BUSINESS:  
RESOLUTION 21-12

On motion by Ruth Scheppard, seconded by Nola J. Gove, the following resolution was

ADOPTED - 
5 Ayes

Ridgeway, Scheppard, Yerdon, Gove, Halsey




0 No



Resolved that the Town Board of the Town of Sandy Creek agrees to and authorizes Supervisor Nancy Ridgeway to sign the Comprehensive Computer Maintenance Agreement with Advanced Business Systems, Inc. of Watertown, NY for a base rate of 25 hours expiring on 2/28/2013 for a fee of $1,975.00.
RESOLUTION 22-12

On motion by Ruth Scheppard, seconded by Cheryl Yerdon, the following resolution was

ADOPTED - 
5 Ayes

Ridgeway, Scheppard, Yerdon, Gove, Halsey




0 No



Resolved that the Town Board of the Town of Sandy Creek agrees to and authorizes Supervisor Nancy Ridgeway to sign the Preventative Maintenance Agreement at the Level 2 option with Kinsley Power Systems of Syracuse, NY for a fee of $410.00 annually for the Generac generator.
The Town hosted the Tug Hill Commission meeting on February 28th with 36 people in attendance.  We also hosted a computer workshop offered by JCC on March 13th.  There has been no word from the Village of Sandy Creek on the fire district proposal.  
NEW BUSINESS:  
RESOLUTION 23-12

On motion by Cheryl Yerdon, seconded by Kevin Halsey, the following resolution was

ADOPTED - 
5 Ayes

Ridgeway, Scheppard, Yerdon, Gove, Halsey




0 No



Resolved that the Town Board of the Town of Sandy Creek agrees to sign the Agreement to Spend Town Highway Funds with the Oswego County Highway Department.

RESOLUTION 24-12

On motion by Ruth Scheppard, seconded by Nancy Ridgeway, the following resolution was

ADOPTED - 
5 Ayes

Ridgeway, Scheppard, Yerdon, Gove, Halsey




0 No



Resolved that the Town Board of the Town of Sandy Creek accepts the MT Heating and Electric work proposal for the basement cold storage area for $350.00 for labor only.  Materials will be provided by the Town.

RESOLUTION 25-12

On motion by Ruth Scheppard, seconded by Kevin Halsey, the following resolution was

ADOPTED - 
5 Ayes

Ridgeway, Scheppard, Yerdon, Gove, Halsey




0 No



Resolved that the Town Board of the Town of Sandy Creek approves the budget modification dated March 13, 2012 establishing the Capital Projects Water District 1 (H1-) fund details of revenues and expenditures.  

RESOLUTION 26-12

On motion by Ruth Scheppard, seconded by Nancy Ridgeway, the following resolution was

ADOPTED - 
5 Ayes

Ridgeway, Scheppard, Yerdon, Gove, Halsey




0 No



Resolved that the Town Board of the Town of Sandy Creek accepts the annual software support contracts for the Building & Codes Enforcement program from Williamson Law Book Company for 3/1/12 through 2/28/13 for $363.00 and for the newly installed Highway Superintendent license agreement and software support contract from 2/1/2012 through 1/31/213 for $495.00.

RESOLUTION 27-12

On motion by Ruth Scheppard, seconded by Nancy Ridgeway, the following resolution was

ADOPTED - 
5 Ayes

Ridgeway, Scheppard, Yerdon, Gove, Halsey




0 No



Resolved that the Town Board of the Town of Sandy Creek accepts the increased monthly charge of $835.00 from ALPS Professional Services, Inc. for adding cleaning service for the entire basement level of the Town Hall once per week.
RESOLUTION 28-12

On motion by Ruth Scheppard, seconded by Cheryl Yerdon, the following resolution was

ADOPTED - 
5 Ayes

Ridgeway, Scheppard, Yerdon, Gove, Halsey




0 No



Resolved that the Town Board of the Town of Sandy Creek reappoints Bryan A. Luce to the Board of Assessment Review with a term expiring on 9/30/2016.
The Town Board discussed the proposed petition for the Miller Road bridge repair.  The road is also important as a snowmobile trail.  Signs are needed for the downstairs restrooms.  The board may want to consider purchasing nameplates, additional tables and chairs, and a coffeepot for meetings, trainings, and events.  Pricing for tables and chairs was received from WB Mason.
RESOLUTION 29-12

On motion by Cheryl Yerdon, seconded by Kevin Halsey, the following resolution was

ADOPTED - 
5 Ayes

Ridgeway, Scheppard, Yerdon, Gove, Halsey




0 No



Resolved that the Town Board of the Town of Sandy Creek approves, and executes the following Undertaking:

UNDERTAKING for the benefit of the New York State Department of Transportation in connection with work affecting state highways 

    WHEREAS, the Town of Sandy Creek (hereinafter referred to as “Permittee”) from time to time receives permits from the New York State Department of Transportation (hereinafter referred to as the “NYSDOT”) and otherwise conducts activities and operations upon highways and/or within right-of-way controlled by the State of New York for such purposes as the obstruction, installation, construction, maintenance and/or operation of facilities; and 

    WHEREAS, Permittee’s access  and operation upon state right-of-way is conditioned upon compliance with Highway Law Sections 52,103, 203 and/or 234, including the conditions that Permittee assume all responsibility for (a) the temporary control of all modes of traffic (including motorized and non-motorized travel) affected by Permittee’s operations, (b) complete restoration of state facilities to their condition prior to permitted use or activity, and (c) all claims, damages, losses and expenses,

    NOW, THEREFORE, in relation to all operations and/or actions undertaken within state right-of -way, Permittee hereby agrees to the following terms and conditions:

    1. Permit Applications.  Excepting only activities undertaken to protect public safety because of emergency conditions or incidents, Permittee shall provide timely written notice to NYSDOT of operations or activities affecting state right-of-way.  Under normal circumstances, a minimum of five business days notice shall be provided.  Notification of emergency activities shall be provided to NYSDOT as soon as practicable after the activity.  The Permittee shall apply for project-specific permits for activities not allowed under any existing annual permit.  Such application shall identify proposed project locations, desired dates/hours, proposed work/activities, traffic control, and site restoration.

    2.  Applicable Rules, Regulations & Conditions.  Permittee shall comply with all of the laws, rules and regulations applicable to construction, maintenance activities and operations and shall further comply with such terms and conditions that may be imposed by NYSDOT in connection with permitted activity or operations.  Temporary Traffic Control, highway safety appurtenances, and restoration of state facilities shall be completed in accordance with NYSDOT regulations and standards.

    3.  Site Restoration.  Permittee shall, at its own expense, promptly complete the work allowed under each permit and, within a reasonable time, restore State property damaged by its work/activities to substantially the same or equivalent condition as existed before such work was begun as determined by the Commissioner or his/her designee. In the event that the Permittee fails to so restore damaged State property within what the Commissioner deems to be a reasonable time, the Commissioner, after giving written notice to the Permittee, may restore the property to substantially the same or equivalent condition as existed before the Permittee’s work/activities, in which case , Permittee agrees to reimburse the reasonable expenses in connection therewith.

    4.  Payment & Release of Liens.  Permittee shall be responsible for the payment of all costs and materials relating to its work in the public right-of-way, and agrees to defend and save harmless NYSDOT against any and all lien claims made by persons supplying services or materials to Permittee in connection with Permittee’s work.

    5.  Indemnity.  In addition to the protection afforded to NYSDOT under any available insurance, NYSDOT shall not be liable for any damage or injury to the Permittee, its agents, employees, or to any other person, or to any property, occurring on the site or in any way associated with Permittee’s activities or operations, whether undertaken by Permittee’s own forces or by contractors or other agents working on Permittee’s behalf.  To the fullest extent permitted by law, the Permittee agrees to defend, indemnify and hold harmless the State of New York, NYSDOT, and their agents from and against all claims, damages, losses and expenses, including but not limited to, claims for personal injuries, property damage, wrongful death, and/or environmental claims and attorney fees arising out of any such claim, that are in any way associated with the Permittee’s activities or operations under any and all permits issued using this Undertaking.

     FURTHERMORE, Permittee hereby warrants that the obligations of this Undertaking are backed by the full faith and credit of Permittee.  Permittee may insure or bond any of the obligations set forth herein, or may rely upon self-insurance, budgeted funds, of funds for general operations.

     This Undertaking shall be applicable to all permitted activities and operations undertaken after the date of execution and work initiated while this Undertaking is in effect.  This Undertaking may be revoked by the Permittee or rejected by NYSDOT upon thirty days written notice but will continue to apply to all permitted activities/operations that were permitted by virtue of this Undertaking.  Unless terminated for the purpose of future activities/operations, this Undertaking shall have a term of twenty (20) years and shall be kept on file to facilitate the issuance of future permits to which it will apply.

     IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Town of Sandy Creek agrees to the terms of this Undertaking, and has caused its execution by the authorized officer, Town Supervisor Nancy Ridgeway.

The Town of Richland wants to meet again regarding the administration of Water District #1.
RESOLUTION 30-12

Workers’ Compensation Voluntary Coverage
On motion by Nancy Ridgeway, seconded by Cheryl Yerdon, the following resolution was

ADOPTED -
5 Ayes

Ridgeway, Yerdon, Scheppard, Gove, Halsey



0 No



WHEREAS, the Town of Sandy Creek passed Resolution #127-11 on December 30, 2011 canceling the town’s disability insurance policy;

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Sandy Creek, Oswego County, New York unanimously agrees that application for Voluntary Coverage be submitted to the State of New York Workers’ Compensation Board, and further

BE IT RESOLVED, that the covered employees shall include all bargaining unit, full-time and part-time, and non-bargaining employees.  This resolution shall take effect immediately.

RESOLUTION 31-12

On motion by Ruth Scheppard, seconded by Nancy Ridgeway, the following resolution was

ADOPTED - 
5 Ayes

Ridgeway, Scheppard, Yerdon, Gove, Halsey




0 No



Resolved that the Town Board of the Town of Sandy Creek accepts the bid from Henderson Truck Equipment-NY for one new 14’ stainless steel dump body for $21,781.00 and optional tarp system for $1,800.
APPROVAL OF BILLS

RESOLUTION 32-12
On motion by Ruth Scheppard, seconded by Cheryl Yerdon, the following resolution was

ADOPTED - 
5 Ayes

Ridgeway, Scheppard, Yerdon, Gove, Halsey


0 No
Resolved that the bills be paid on Abstract #4 in the following amounts:

General Fund

$    4,780.45
Trust & Agency
$  10,644.68
Highway Fund

$    8,751.26

Building Capital Fund$    1,782.46




And on Abstract #5 in the following amounts:
General Fund

$  73,257.34
Trust & Agency
$    6,506.82
Highway Fund

$  20,609.47
Building Capital Fund $   2,842.56
Water District #1
$    1,018.34
On motion by Cheryl Yerdon, seconded by Nola Gove and carried unanimously, the meeting was adjourned at9:38 pm.

Future Meeting Dates

Regular monthly meeting – April 11th at 7 pm
Respectfully submitted,
Tammy L. Miller, RMC, 

Town Clerk
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