MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE TOWN BOARD

TOWN OF SANDY CREEK
1992 HARWOOD DRIVE, PO BOX 52

SANDY CREEK, NEW YORK  13145-0052

Date: October 10, 2012
Kind of Meeting:  Public Hearing & Regular Meeting



Place:  Town Hall
Board Members Present:  
Nancy Ridgeway

Others Present:





Kevin Halsey


Tammy Miller






Nola Gove


Michael C. Kastler  





Cheryl L. Yerdon

Shirley Rice




Ruth E. Scheppard

Dustin Clark








Margaret Kastler









Pat McCullough








Valerie Cascanet (@7:10) 








Michelle Farrand(@7:10)








Norma Newman









Wayne Miller









Diane Brosch








John M. Schwartz









John Howland (@7:23)








Karen Galloway








Margaret Groman









John White








Ron & Lorretta Grassman








Deedee Thousand









Elizabeth White









Marjorie & Tom McCann

CALL TO ORDER:

Supervisor Nancy Ridgeway called the Public Hearing to order at 7:00 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance.  The subject of this hearing was Local Law #2 0f 2012, a local law to override the tax levy limit established in General Municipal Law Section 3-c.  Norma Newman asked the Town Board why they felt it necessary to override the tax levy limit of 2%.  Ron Grassman also commented regarding the tax cap.  Legislator Margaret Kastler explained that many local municipalities are passing this law as a precautionary measure.  Supervisor Ridgeway explained that the Town Board does not intend to drastically increase the 2013 budget.  However, there are several costs the Town Board can not control and feels it should pass this local law in case the levy must be increased over the 2% limit.  The Town Board will be examining the tentative 2013 budget at meetings scheduled through the month of October.  The public hearing was closed at 7:12 pm to open the regular monthly meeting.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

RESOLUTION 93-12
On motion by Nancy Ridgeway, seconded by Nola J. Gove, the following resolution was

ADOPTED - 
5 Ayes

Ridgeway, Yerdon, Scheppard, Gove, Halsey



0 No
Resolved that the minutes of the September 12th meeting are approved as written. 

FINANCIAL REPORT

The Town Board received a copy of the monthly financial report of the Supervisor and it was filed with the Town Clerk prior to this meeting. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  John White stated that he has paid a $200 fine to Judge Crast for operating a junk yard on Hadley Road.  He demanded that the harassment from the town stop.  He stated that the veteran’s benefit paperwork that he filed with the Assessor was never completed.  He also stated that the property was a mess when he bought it.  He does have a building permit for a new home and plans to tear down the old one.  He feels that he is also being harassed by the Dog Control Officer.  He does have an attorney and is prepared to go to court.   
REPORTS:

Assessor- Rhonda Weigand’s report has been filed in the Town Clerk’s office.  
Historian – Charlene Cole’s monthly report is on file in the Town Clerk’s office and available for public inspection.  She is currently on vacation.              
Town Justice- Judge Crast’s report for September has been filed with the Town Supervisor.    

Legislator – Margaret Kastler attended school last month.  There are new mandates.  There has been a slight decrease in the jail population.  Oswego County plans to override the tax levy limit as well.  The County Legislature meets on September 13th at 2 pm on the 4th floor of the County Building in Oswego.  They have also begun the budget process and will have several meetings to cut the budget.  They may have to cut funding for services like Senior Nutrition, Meals on Wheels, or HEAP.  Residents need to shop locally so the towns benefit from sales tax revenue.  Oswego County does not want to keep the towns’ share of sales tax like in St. Lawrence County.        
Library – President Michelle Farrand reported that the library’s ongoing book sale is over.  A local farmer turned all of the unsold books into animal bedding.  The library is not accepting donations of books at this time.  The Birds of Prey show by Rick West will be held on Saturday, October 13th from 11 am to 1 pm rain or shine.  The VFW has donated a tent for use that day.  Refreshments will be served.  The library is hosting an art class for approximately 24 children on Wednesdays for six weeks.  They will have a survey available at the Town Hall on Election Day.  They are recommending Barbara J.  Alton for appointment to the library’s Board of Trustees.  Around September 25th there was flooding in the basement of the library due to sump pump failure.  This has been fixed.  The trustees are interested in a fireplace insert for ambiance for story hours and other activities.  There will be no Halloween party at the Town Hall this year.  The new LIBRE grant books have arrived and an open house is being planned.     

NOCA – The monthly report from Northern Oswego County Ambulance was received and filed in the office of the Town Clerk.  The 2013 contract has been received.

Planning Board – Chairman Shirley Rice read the October 2nd meeting report.  The report is on file and available for public inspection in the office of the Town Clerk.  Their November meeting has been changed to November 13th due to Election Day.
RESOLUTION 94-12

On motion by Ruth Scheppard, seconded by Cheryl Yerdon, the following resolution was

ADOPTED - 
5 Ayes

Ridgeway, Yerdon, Scheppard, Gove, Halsey




0 No

Resolved that the Town Board of the Town of Sandy Creek reappoints William Joyce as a member and Thomas Jones as an alternate of the Sandy Creek Regional Planning Board with terms expiring December 31, 2015.

Highway Superintendent- Mike Kastler read his report for September.  It is on file in the Town Clerk’s office.      
Code Enforcement Officer – John Howland’s report for September is on file in the Town Clerk’s office.  CEO Howland reported that there has been no change to the Casey property.  Bids for demolition and an asbestos survey are needed on this property.  John White did obtain a building permit on October 4th.  

Library – Councilman Gove stated that the roof and gutter repair at the library has been delayed until the end of October or first of November.  She clarified that the fireplace insert is not wanted for the purpose of heating the building.  

Water Committee- Councilman Yerdon reported that a Post Standard press release stated that the Town of Sandy Creek was approved for EFC short-term funding at 0% for three years for Water District #1.  The Water Advisory Committee will be working on the EDU’s.  Identification badges have been made for the water committee members. 
Barton & Longuidice, P.C. – Dustin Clark, P.E. was present to update the board on the water projects.  Contract drawings are over 50% complete.  A review meeting with both towns will be necessary.  The first easements should be out November 1st.  B&L will be sending in the required permit for CSX Railroad.  The Minority and Women-Owned Business Enterprise Utilization Plan was sent to the EFC for approval.  A letter will be mailed to all property owners in Water District #1 updating them on the project.  It will be signed by both Town Supervisors.  For Water District #2, 
RESOLUTION 95-12:  INTENT TO BE LEAD AGENCY FOR WD#2
WHEREAS, the Town of Sandy Creek (Town) is progressing the Town of Sandy Creek Water District No. 2 (Project); and

WHEREAS, the Project is an “action” as defined by the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA); and

WHEREAS, a Full Environmental Assessment Form (FEAF) must be completed and circulated to all Involved Agencies for establishing the Town Board as “Lead Agency” in accordance with 6NYCRR Part 617.6 for the purpose of conducting a SEQRA/SERP review of the Project; and

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Town of Sandy Creek Town Board to assume the role of “Lead Agency” for purposes of Project environmental review; and

WHEREAS, at the direction of the Town of Sandy Creek Town Board, Barton & Loguidice, P.C. (B&L) has been authorized to proceed with engineering services including assistance in compliance with the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA); and

WHEREAS, B&L has completed Part I of the Full Environmental Assessment Form.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED AND DETERMINED, that the Supervisor of the Town of Sandy Creek be and hereby is authorized to sign the Full Environmental Assessment Form; and it is further

RESOLVED AND DETERMINED, that the Town of Sandy Creek Supervisor and Town Board will circulate said Full Environmental Assessment Form to the attached list of “Interested and Involved Agencies” under cover of the attached “Notice of Intent to Establish Lead Agency” letter for purposes of establishing Lead Agency status under SEQRA/SERP; and it is further

RESOLVED, that the Town of Sandy Creek Supervisor and Town Board, together with the Town of Sandy Creek Attorney and B&L, are hereby authorized to take all actions, serve all notices, and complete all documents in order to give full force and effect to this determination.

On motion by Ruth Scheppard and seconded by Nancy Ridgeway, the question of the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly put to a vote, and upon roll call, the vote was as follows:


Nancy Ridgeway, Supervisor



Voted

Yes


Ruth Scheppard, Board Member


Voted

Yes


Nola Gove, Board Member



Voted

Yes


Kevin Halsey, Board Member


Voted

Yes


Cheryl Yerdon, Board Member


Voted

Yes
The foregoing resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted.
RESOLUTION 96-12

On motion by Nancy Ridgeway, seconded by Ruth Scheppard, the following resolution was

ADOPTED - 
5 Ayes

Ridgeway, Yerdon, Scheppard, Gove, Halsey




0 No

Resolved that the Town Board of the Town of Sandy Creek authorizes Barton & Loguidice, P.C. to proceed with survey, soil boring, and environmental field work in advance of inclement weather in accordance with the terms and conditions proposed in the October 10, 2012 document of four pages for proposed water district #2.

Attorney Nelson will be asked to prepare a bond resolution for Water District #2.  Dustin Clark will attend the October 16th meeting of the Water Advisory Committee.
Dog Control Officer- Marjorie O’Grady-McCann reported that she is ticketing owners for delinquent dog licenses.  She will begin ticketing those found in the enumeration on November 13th. 
Town Clerk – Tammy Miller reported that receipts and total disbursements for the month of September totaled $6,695.09.  This report is on file in her office and available for public inspection.  She will be attending the Oswego County Town Clerks’ Association banquet on October 12th in Fulton, NY.  
OLD BUSINESS:
The historic Salisbury House sign at the Gas Mart was hit and broken.  A new one is being made.  Senator Patty Ritchie conducted a town hall meeting here on Thursday, October 4th.  Eighteen people came and talked with the Senator.  At this time the Town, upon the recommendation of the Attorney-for-the-Town, Allison Nelson, is not going forward with a noise local law.  Attorney Nelson says that noise laws are virtually unenforceable.  However, the Town Board recognizes and appreciates all concerns it receives.  The dog enumeration is complete with over 1,100 dogs living in the Town.  The Town Board would like an update on the status of the Comprehensive Plan.  
NEW BUSINESS

A natural gas line at the library was installed with improper materials and is a safety issue.  The Town must have it replaced.
RESOLUTION 97-12:  TAX LEVY LIMIT OVERRIDE LOCAL LAW
On motion by Nancy Ridgeway, seconded by Cheryl Yerdon, the following resolution was

ADOPTED - 
5 Ayes

Ridgeway, Yerdon, Scheppard, Gove, Halsey




0 No

Resolved that Local Law #2 0f 2012, a local law to override the tax levy limit established in General Municipal Law Section 3-c is enacted as follows: 
SECTION 1:  LEGISLATIVE INTENT

It is the intent of this local law to override the limit on the amount of real property taxes that may be levied by the Town of Sandy Creek, County of Oswego pursuant to General Municipal Law §3-c, and to allow the Town of Sandy Creek, County of Oswego to adopt a town budget for (a) town purposes (b) fire protection districts and (c) any other special or improvement district governed by the Town Board for the fiscal year 2013 that requires a real property tax levy in excess of the “tax levy limit” as defined by General Municipal Law § 3-c. 

SECTION 2:  AUTHORITY

This local law is adopted pursuant to subdivision 5 of the General Municipal Law § 3-c, which expressly authorizes the Town Board to override the tax levy limit by the adoption of a local law approved by vote of sixty percent (60%) of the Town Board.

SECTION 3:   TAX LEVY LIMIT OVERRIDE

The Town Board of the Town of Sandy Creek, County of Oswego is hereby authorized to adopt a budget for the fiscal year 2013 that requires a real property tax levy in excess of the limit specified in General Municipal Law, § 3-c.

SECTION 4:  SEVERABILITY

If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, or part of this Local Law or the application thereof to any person, firm or corporation, or circumstance, shall be adjusted by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid or unconstitutional, such order or judgment shall not affect, impair, or invalidate the remainder thereof, but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, or part of this Local Law or in its application to the person, individual, firm or corporation or circumstance, directly involved in the controversy in which such judgment or order shall be rendered.

SECTION 5:  EFFECTIVE DATE

This local law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Secretary of State.

On October 11th federal and state officials will be meeting to discuss the lack of accessibility between Sandy Pond and Lake Ontario.  This meeting scheduled through Senator Patty Richie’s office.  The Town hopes to receive funding to move the sand away from the channel.

RESOLUTION 98-12

On motion by Nancy Ridgeway, seconded by Ruth Scheppard, the following resolution was

ADOPTED - 
5 Ayes

Ridgeway, Yerdon, Scheppard, Gove, Halsey




0 No

Resolved that the Town Board of the Town of Sandy Creek appoints Barbara J. Alton as a trustee of the Annie Porter Ainsworth Memorial Library board with a term expiring December 31, 2012.

TRANSFER OF FUNDS
RESOLUTION 99-12
On motion by Ruth Scheppard, seconded by Nancy Ridgeway, the following resolution was

ADOPTED - 
5 Ayes

Ridgeway, Yerdon, Scheppard, Gove, Halsey




0 No

Resolved that the Town Board of the Town of Sandy Creek authorizes the following transfers of funds:

From 
A1990.4 Contingent
       to 
A4540.4   Ambulance Contractual
$       1.00


A1990.4 Contingent

A5010.4   Highway Administration
$     72.00


A1994.0 Contingent

A9060.8   Hospital & Medical Ins.
$8,400.00


DA5140.4 Brush & Weeds
DA9720.7 Stat. Install. Bond Interest$     35.00


DB5110.4General Repairs
DB5130.2 Machinery Equipment
$6,000.00
RESOLUTION 100-12
On motion by Ruth Scheppard, seconded by Kevin Halsey, the following resolution was

ADOPTED - 
5 Ayes

Ridgeway, Yerdon, Scheppard, Gove, Halsey




0 No

Resolved that the Town Board of the Town of Sandy Creek accepts the bid of $7,200.00 for the 2005 pickup truck with 7 foot plow as received on internet auction.

APPROVAL OF BILLS

RESOLUTION 101-12
On motion by Cheryl Yerdon, seconded by Kevin Halsey, the following resolution was

ADOPTED - 
5 Ayes

Ridgeway, Yerdon, Scheppard, Gove, Halsey


0 No
Resolved that the bills be paid on Abstract #18 in the following amounts:

General Fund

$       802.10
Highway

$  34,549.60

Trust & Agency
$    7,050.63
And on Abstract #19 in the following amounts:
General Fund

$ 28,686.84
Highway Fund

$ 15,100.75
Trust & Agency
$   1,338.13

Water District #1
$192,562.27
Water District #2
$   1,467.21
On motion by Kevin Halsey, seconded by Ruth Scheppard and carried unanimously, the meeting was adjourned at 9:00 pm.

Future Meeting Dates 

Special Meetings- October 16th, and 23rd at 6:30 for 2013 budget preparation

2013 Budget Hearing- November 7th at 7 pm
Regular monthly meeting – November 14th at 7 pm
Respectfully submitted,
Tammy L. Miller, RMC
Town Clerk
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