MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE TOWN BOARD

TOWN OF SANDY CREEK
1992 HARWOOD DRIVE, PO BOX 52

SANDY CREEK, NEW YORK  13145-0052

Date: September 11, 2013
Kind of Meeting:  Regular Meeting



Place:  Town Hall
Board Members Present:
Nancy Ridgeway
Others Present:





Kevin Halsey

Tammy Miller






Nola J. Gove

Michael Kastler




Cheryl Yerdon

Margaret Kastler




Ruth E. Scheppard
Dustin Clark 







Patricia McCullough








Shirley Rice








John Howland










Wayne Miller








Norma Newman








Diane Brosch 







Valerie Cascanet 







Lyndie Manchester








John Wood Jr.








Louis Pullano







Lyndie Manchester








John Wood, Jr.








Jim Forsyth

CALL TO ORDER:

Supervisor Nancy Ridgeway called the regular monthly meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Sandy Creek to order at 7:02 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

RESOLUTION 78-13

On motion by Cheryl Yerdon, seconded by Ruth Scheppard, the following resolution was

ADOPTED - 
5 Ayes

Ridgeway, Scheppard, Gove, Yerdon, Halsey


0 No




Resolved that the minutes of the August 7th and 14th meetings are approved as written.   

FINANCIAL REPORT

The Town Board received a copy of the monthly financial report of the Supervisor prior to this meeting.  It is filed in the Town Clerk’s office.
REPORTS:

Assessor- Rhonda Weigand’s report has been filed in the Town Clerk’s office.  
Dog Control Officer -  Marjorie O’Grady- McCann was absent this evening.

Historian – Charlene Cole’s monthly report is on file in the Town Clerk’s office and available for public inspection.  On November 11th there will be a reception at the Cable Trail VFW Post at 1 pm.  The “Veterans 1960 to Present” book will debut that day.
Town Justice- The monthly reports of the Town Justices have been received by the Town Supervisor and filed in the Town Clerk’s office.    

Legislator – Margaret Kastler reported that as of 3 pm today more EEE and West Nile infested mosquitoes have been found.  Areas of concern include Mexico, New Haven, Palermo, Scriba, and Volney.  Residents should wear long sleeves and pants, remove standing water from their property, and repair ripped window screens.  Aerial spraying was done earlier this week, but the spray must physically touch the mosquito to kill it.  On September 12th the county legislature will meet at 7 pm. The legislators will be voting on IJC Plan 2014.  Most agree with staying with the current plan that has been in effect for many years.  The 2014 county budget will likely increase less than 1%.              
Library – President Diane Brosch reported that the summer program was successful.  Two events have been planned for fall.  A Ride for Literacy will be held on September 28th with a craft show at the library.  Zombie Fest will be held on October 18th.  Special funding of $2,500 has been awarded to the library from NYS Senator Patty Richie as reported in a press release this week.  Mrs. Cascanet will apply for a North Country Library System grant for the 2014 summer reading program.  The construction grant application was sent in and named the “Make It Right” grant.  They would like security cameras and would like two located outside.  A new sign has been purchased.  The trustees are working on the 2014 budget and are requesting $40,000 from the Town.  Mrs. Cascanet reported that 38 people in period costume attended the Tea Party.  Tamara Yalch, owner of the Mud House Barista provided the food and tea on the library lawn on August 29th.  Pictures were sent to the newspaper.    
NOCA – A report and budget from Northern Oswego County Ambulance was received and filed.
Planning Board – Chairman Shirley Rice read the report from the September 3rd meeting of the Sandy Creek Regional Planning Board.             
Highway Superintendent – Superintendent Mike Kastler read his monthly report and it is on file in the Town Clerk’s office.  The bill from Tracey Road Equipment, Inc. for two oil changes on the trucks that were rented for the dredging project was discussed.             
Code Enforcement Officer – John Howland’s report of permits and violations for August has been filed in the Town Clerk’s office.  Notices have been sent to the White, Jones, and Barber properties.

Deputy Supervisor, Ruth Scheppard attended the Town Supervisors’ dinner meeting in Pennellville.  There were several good speakers there.  Government employees can receive a 19-25% discount on cell phone service from Verizon Cellular.  She reported on the Tracstar program to track town vehicles.  Each unit costs $300 and there is a $90 annual fee.  The transfer stations will not be closing in 2014, but will remain an issue in future years.  The Oswego County Health Department would like to raise the county’s health ranking.  The county will cover the cost of treatment for those residents exposed to rabies.  The tax cap has been lowered to 1.66%.  The next meeting is scheduled for October 2nd at JP’s Bar & Grill.  Topics of discussion are scheduled to include retirement and highway department and healthcare costs.  Ten applications have been received to date for the Water Clerk position.  However, some want full-time employment with benefits.  An advertisement for a water operator will be published soon.     
Water Advisory Committee – Norma Newman reported that the committee recommends the approval of the September 9th draft of the Standard Specifications and Details for Water Facilities; the September 9th draft of Local Law #7 of 2013 for Public Water; and the September 9th draft of the Contract Documents and Specifications for Contract #1- Water Meter Equipment Purchase.  They also recommend appointing Diana Thousand to the Water Advisory Committee as an alternate member.       

Barton & Loguidice, P.C. – Dustin Clark, P.E. was present to update the board on the water projects.  The contractors’ bonds and insurance for Water District #1 construction have been reviewed by Attorney Nelson and B&L and will be sent to Eastern Shore Insurance for review.  After approval the specification books become the contracts and will be signed by the Town, the Contractors, and Attorney Nelson.  The Town Board agreed on a joint meeting with the Town of Richland on September 17th at 7 pm at the Town Hall in Sandy Creek.  Discussion will include additional sections, town inspectors, water operator, water clerk, and software for the Eastern Shore Water Project.  Approval from NYSDOH and NYSDEC is expected in the next two weeks.  A groundbreaking ceremony is tentatively set for September 26th at 2 pm.  A location and invitation list is needed.  

For Water District #2, we are waiting to see if the CDBG grant was successful.  The grant recipients will probably not be announced until December.

There have been several requests for public water in other areas of the town.  B&L suggests a feasibility study for an extension of WD#1 or a WD#3.  The Town Clerk will start a list noting all requests for public water.      
Town Clerk – Tammy Miller reported that receipts and total disbursements for the month of August totaled $5,575.00.  This report is on file in her office and available for public inspection.  The Oswego County Town Clerks’ Association banquet will be held on September 21st at Rainbow Shores Hotel. 
OLD BUSINESS:
RESOLUTION 79-13


On motion by Ruth Scheppard, seconded by Cheryl Yerdon, the following resolution was

ADOPTED - 
5 Ayes

Ridgeway, Scheppard, Gove, Yerdon, Halsey



0 No





Resolved that the Town Board of the Town of Sandy Creek accepts the Business Associate Agreement with Oswego Health due to its membership in the Oswego Hospital D.O.T. Consortium for Drug and Alcohol Testing.

Supervisor Ridgeway consulted with Attorney Nelson after the August regular meeting regarding the race for Highway Superintendent.  Attorney Nelson stated that it is illegal to say if person X is elected they will earn a different salary than if person Y is elected.  In the past, the Town Board has lowered the salaries of elected officials knowing that a new individual would be filling the position.  The incumbent Highway Superintendent is being challenged this year.  Supervisor Ridgeway misunderstood and conveyed incorrect information to the Town Board at prior meetings.  She admits her mistake and stands corrected.    She also reported that JCC cancelled the September 12th workshop to be held at the Town Hall due to low enrollment.     

NEW BUSINESS

RESOLUTION 80-13


On motion by Ruth Scheppard, seconded by Nola J. Gove, the following resolution was

ADOPTED - 
5 Ayes

Ridgeway, Scheppard, Gove, Yerdon, Halsey



0 No





Resolved that the Town Board of the Town of Sandy Creek appoints Rhonda Weigand to the office of Sole Assessor for the term beginning October 1, 2013 and ending September 30, 2019.

The town needs to let the county know that it is interested in paying for certain town officials to continue using Pictometry.      

RESOLUTION 81-13


On motion by Cheryl Yerdon, seconded by Kevin Halsey, the following resolution was

ADOPTED - 
5 Ayes

Ridgeway, Scheppard, Gove, Yerdon, Halsey



0 No





Resolved that the Town Board of the Town of Sandy Creek will set a public hearing for Local Law #6, a local law to override the tax levy limit established in General Municipal Law Section 3-c on October 9th at 7 pm and a public hearing for Local Law #7, a local law establishing rules for the operation of the water system on October 9th at 7:15 pm.  

The Salvation Army invited Town officials to attend the First Annual Appreciation Dinner on September 24th at 6 pm at the American Foundry in Oswego.  Dinner is $20 per person.  Tops has invited Town officials to their Grand Opening Celebration on September 19th at 1 pm.  An invitation was received from Cornell Cooperative Extension to the Oswego County Harvest Dinner on October 18th at 6:15 pm at the America Foundry.  The cost is $35 per person.  Bowers & Company CPA’s is holding a conference on Rural Development grants on September 26th at the Ramada Inn in Watertown.  

An estimate has been received from Rose Lawn Care in Lowville to cut and remove brush for $2,400.  Amy Kappesser has offered the Town a ROW property assessed at $1,000.  Supervisor Ridgeway recently discovered the interesting fact that the size of North Sandy Pond is 2,400 acres.     

PUBLIC COMMENTS
There were none at this time.   
APPROVAL OF BILLS

RESOLUTION 82-13
On motion by Cheryl Yerdon, seconded by Ruth Scheppard, the following resolution was

ADOPTED - 
5 Ayes

Ridgeway, Halsey, Scheppard, Gove, Yerdon


0 No

Resolved that the bills be paid on Abstract #16 in the following amounts:

Trust & Agency
$   7,492.06
And on Abstract #17 with the exception of #532 in the following amounts:

General Fund

$  74,660.16
Trust & Agency
$    1,820.97
Highway Fund

$  15,599.98
Water District #1
$  39,966.02
Water District #2 
$    1,175.00

On motion by Kevin Halsey, seconded by Cheryl Yerdon and carried unanimously, the meeting was adjourned at 9:02 pm.

The next regular monthly meeting is October 9th at 7 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Tammy L. Miller, RMC
Town Clerk
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